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Editor’s Byline
Summer greetings! 
It’s time we talked Association “Biz” as July marks the beginning of a new 
Association year and brings changes to the elected officers and directors 
who spend their volunteer time managing the affairs of the organiza-
tion. Before we introduce these new individuals we must first extend our 
sincere thanks to a couple of outgoing directors that have served you 
so well! First is Buck Pandis who spent several years as a director, two 
years as Vice-President, two years as President, and most recently two 
years as the Association’s national director to the Petroleum Marketers 
of America. Buck is a dear friend and we will miss him on the Board. 
We also thank Dick Clark of Kwik Way Stores in Billings for his years of 
service from our retail membership.

Elections conducted at the annual meeting in June included Dave Sutey 
of Thriftway Stores in Butte taking over the position of President, and we 
welcome Doug Klotthor of Rocky Mountain Supply in Belgrade as the 
in-coming Vice-President. Also elected is new director Greg Tabish of 
Great Western Petroleum in Butte with Mykel Stockton of Stockton Oil in 
Billings, and Val Jeffries with Holiday Stores-Billings being elected to a 
second term on the Board. Lary Poulton has just completed his two-year 
term as President and will now move into the national directorship for 
PMAA. Finally, last spring the Board amended the by-laws to provide a 
seat on the Board for the Associate membership category; we welcome 
Burl French of Northwest Fuel Systems in that appointed position. Thank 
you to these individuals for being willing to serve the Association!

As mentioned, the annual convention was held at the Hilton Garden 
Inn in Missoula a few weeks ago, and while we did see a decline in 
attendance, we believe the attendees enjoyed themselves and gained 
useful information from the sessions. The silent auction was a success, 
generating $3,435 for the scholarship fund. We thank those of you who 
contributed items and made purchases at the event! Sixty-four golfers 
took to the course at the Missoula Country Club with the team of Gerry 
Ramm, Inland Oil in WA, Mark Baker, Altria Group in Helena, Don Lloyd 
of Glacier Bancorp in Kalispell and WMI’s own Jim Leigh, Salt Lake City 
garnering first place honors. Finally, thanks to the many sponsors who 
supported the event; the annual meeting will once again show a profit.
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Dear MPMCSA Member:

I am writing to you as a strong supporter of the petroleum marketing 
industry to encourage you to contribute to the PMAA Political Action 
Committee (PAC). I have been selected to be your trustee for the State 
of Montana on the PMAA Small Business Committee. As you know, the 
Petroleum Marketers Association of America (PMAA) is our national 
organization that represents us on all federal issues, including leading 
the effort to end excess speculation in the energy commodity market, 
working to end onerous credit card interchange fees, preventing retail 
temperature compensation mandates, renewable fuel infrastructure man-
dates and protection from FDA tobacco retail restrictions. As part of that 
representation, PMAA has an active, but under-funded, PAC.

Being from Montana, we all know the challenges of making a difference 
on the national scene. That is the huge advantage of supporting the 
PMAA and the PAC. There is a very dedicated staff in Washington, D.C. 
working for YOU on matters of national interest to fuel marketers, as it 
is your organization. As a united front, much more can be accomplished 
and in many cases onerous regulations can be prevented. 

The PAC contributions are made to candidates who are strongly sup-
portive of the industry or who are in leadership positions where decisions 

important to the industry are made. PMAA is making every effort to make 
certain that marketers’ voices are heard in Washington.

Please note that the PMAA Small Business Committee can only accept 
personal (not corporate) contributions. Please help me in my efforts to 
grow our federal PAC and ensure that marketers are a key part of what 
happens in Washington. MPMCSA has a brochure that provides an 
overview of the levels of PMAA PAC participation, goals of the PMAA 
PAC and what the money is needed for. Please send personal check 
to the address below or fill out the MPMCSA brochure (found on-line at 
www.wpma.com/Montana) for credit card payment. If we all pay $100 
minimum, we CAN make a difference.

Thank you for your support and if you have any questions, feel free to 
give me a call.

 

Lary Poulton, PMAA Director 

PMAA PAC 
P.O. Box 1770  
Malta, Montana 59538
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